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MILITARY IKFORMATION OR ALBARIA

LAND FORCES

An infantry unit of unkmcwn sirevgth is quartered in the former Italian
verracks in front of the airport on the Durres—Tirans wotor road ins the

wvestern outskirts of the city.

\m Albanien land forces st 50,000~
60, ReN..

During the 1950 military review at Tirana,|
about 40 tenks equipped with guns with 3-meter barrels ani mizzie brakes (Lype
and celiber not kmowa); about 3¢ armored cers (type wikaown); s ualt corposed
of about 100 motorcyclists with machine guns on tbe handle bars; some molern
artillery pieces (number unspecified) mounted on carriages with preumstic-
tired vheels, truck-drawn; and units in trucks and oz foct.

-l -

CONTROL/US. OFFICIALS ONLY

S-E-C~R~E-T
CLASSIFICATION cos -
¥ | nsrs DISTRiBUTION

F8 bl

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/06/14 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600140277-0



. ‘ Sanitized Copy —Apprc‘)\./‘e‘d »for‘ Rglease 2011/06/14 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600140277-0

W imen e s

S-EB-L-R-E-T

An infantry brigade of sbout K00 men is stationed in Drashiovica, a plate
sbout 15-20 kilometers southeast of Viene on the road to TepelenS. This in-
formation comes from hearsay.

ATRPORTS S

Vione
IR

: An wnarmed, uagarriscned alrport is jocated in the western outskirts of
E L the city on swampy terrsin, It has no alrport equipment. A conerete runvaey
built by the Italisms was put into vorking order sgein in 1946 - 14T,

Tirans

s ———

A milttary s=d civilien sirport is Jocated in the western ouvtskirts of
Pirgas ol jecent to the south side of the Durrec-Tirass motor road. It atill
has ecquipmwent left by the Italisps. The rumway is in good vorking order.

The airport is chiefly nsed for eivilian avisticp. Four or five militery
aireraft {type anmd specifications wnknown) sre stationed at the fisld but do
not, sngage in flights. DBecsuse of the vell-knowp ineident with Eoglish war-
ships navigating the Corfu Cansl, the Albsnian government always imsists that
1t has no military planes.

113 Te Ptonte (Erio Kero)

R The jrop bangar built by the Italians betore the war and used by the
' "Coast Wing," which vas located on the shore of Vioné Bay reer U Te Fiomte,
bas been dissssembled and transported elsewhere for purposes unknown to the

source.

FLIGHTS OF TTALIAX AIRPLANES OVER ALBANIAN TERRTTORY

Uaknown aireraft frequently fly over Alvenian territory and drup propegadis
lesflets agsinst the present Commmjst regime in Alvanis. 3% i the cosmmon -
apindon that the aireraft sre Italiun. o

T It is a f8ct that, in Aagust 1949, four Alvanian citizens parachuted from
suwck planes in the Sevaster arss (‘Ilc-ag) Ttey vere well armed and vers equi]
o with cending ard receiving redic sets, They vere ondered o xi)l themselvss if
on the point of beirg arrasted, and hsd instructions for muking arrangements
rfor other parachutists. One of them was wounded in landing. All Zour wsare
arrested the day following the Jjump. The Albenian acthoritiss md= use of
Lhem tO send false ssseages in colle upder the naue agresd on for the statioa,
"giovanni” (Yowthe), reporting, smong other tuinze, that 80,000 redels, in-
cluding deserters and &isgenters, had taken refuge in the ‘mouptaing and were
asking for fcod, clothing, end arus. It seems that the Italians had joined
them there only omce.

In 1250 five more Albanians Jumped from plan2é in the region betweer
gjinoraster and KorcB. They were captured and shot in & few days.

50X1-HUME
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STIEORLY TID AID A GV L O
VRE DDA T LD KRaIart s thso

Yione

Antisireraft gun emplacements are located on a helght called Gus Baba in
the morthern outskirts of the city. The same emplecements were used for Itslian
antiaircraft guns in the war,

machine guns there from the nolse when they opened fire on unknown aireraft

‘ there were three or four 20-millimeter antieireraft 50X1 -HUM
£lying over the zome. R 1

Sazan Island

No vork has besn done on new fortifications or on underground submATine
gheiters. The old Germen and Italian fortifications and emplacements bave
been swmmarily repaired and put back in operation, At present, the island is
garrisoned by an artillery umit of about SO men.

Ho t‘orpef'lo motorboats or submarines of any nstiopality are based here,

50X1-HUM

Ylone

Caves are being excavated on the heights aboat one kilometer east of the
port. The caves are ahout 500-600 meters from the road to Ul Te Ftonte and
are near %he psychiatric hospital used by the Italisne during the war 85 a
uilitary hospital. Work was begun in August - September 1950. The source
reports that the excavations are intended for artillery emplacements in &
trench.

Poscia’ Liwen

Excavations are in progress in Pascia' Liman, vack of Vlione Ray. During _
the war the Germans had dug some treuches here. \ 50X1-HUM

L tta Ca _._

‘ ‘three coastal artiliery emplacements, _ . ’
formerly Italian, have been mointained here. S0X1-HUMA

RECALL TO THE APMY FOR TRAINING

Albanian citizens from 25 %o 40 years old are being recalled for a wonth's
training in the srsy. The source does not know whether this recall occurs
) apnually or not. Even women are subject to military training, especia.ly .
- officers' wives. ]
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AIBARTAN RAVY

‘ z tuge of an unknown type and 3.l motor patrol . i \‘50X1 H
bosts (apacifications enXnown, are stationed in Vione harbor. o -

Porte

Vlon® port has only the instellations left by the Italiens. HNo work hes
been done on enlarging or strengthening it, Two wharves numbered ¢ and 1 serve
the barges which come in loaded with material for the ships in the harbor,

On rare otcasionz, & Soviet or Polish ship unloads & small amount of
unidentified material. which 1s carried off by trucks to unidentified lo-
calities. In general, maritime commerce goee through the port of Durres.

SOVIET DEPOTS, FORCES, SUBMARINES

50X1-HUM &

. Forces

four or five Soviet eagliueers in civil dress occupy
some offices near the city pert. There 18 & ruwor that they are making
stvdies on; building & cement factory, chemical exploitation of local pro-
ducts, and prospeiting 1a this area.

Submarines and Warzhips

No submarimes or warships are bhased on Vlione Bay or or Sazan Island.
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